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REF: BEIRUT 6967 

1. DURING A CALL ON THE NEW MINISTER OF NATIONAL ECONOMY. 

DR. BIZRI (POPULAR SUNNI LEADER FROM SIDON IN THE SOUTH), 

THE SOLE ISSUE RAISED WITH ME BY THE LATTER WAS THE NEW 
PL 480 AGREEMENT. NOTING THAT NEGOTIATIONS HAD BEEN IN 
TRAIN SINCE LAST SPRING, DR. BIZRI ENTERED A TORONG 

PLEA THAT THEY NOW BE BROUGHT TO A SUCCESSFUL CONCLUSION, 
REMARKING SOMEWHAT POINTEDLY THAT LEBANON FELT IT COULD 
COUNT ON AMERICA'S COMMITMENTS. 

2. IN REPLY I DWELT AT LENGTH ON THE SUBSTANTIAL CHANGES 
THAT HAD TAKEN PLACE IN THE GRAIN SITUATION IN THE LAST 
FEW MONTHS, WHICH HAD FORCED A SEVERE LIMITATION OF 
PRIORITIES, AND I ALSO REMINDED BIZRI THAT OUR COMMIT- 
MENTS HAD BEEN TENTATIVE. NEVERTHELESS, I CONCEDED, 

I WAS AWARE THAT PLANNING HAD BEEN MADE ON THE BASIS 
OF A NEW AGREEMENT AND WAS THEREFORE SYMPATHETIC TO 
LEBANON'S PLIGHT. 

COMMENT: AS INDICATED DURING WASHINGTON CONSULTATIONS, I 
BELIEVE STRONGLY THAT WE SHOULD PROCEED WITH OUR PL 480 
OFFER AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. THIS SORT OF GESTURE ON OUR 
PART IS HIGHLY DESIRABLE IN THE CONTEXT OF ATTEMPTING 
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MAIN FACTIONS MAKING UP THE NEW GOVERNMENT, PARTICULARLY 
DURING AN UNUSUALLY TRYING PERIOD. 

BUFFUM 
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